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Community Access Program (CAP) Will Continue 

 

Despite the cancellation of funding in April of this year by the Harper Government CAP in Nova Scotia will 

continue at a site near you. 

 

“The Nova Scotia CAP Association fought hard to have the funding re-instated, but we knew from the 

beginning it would be an uphill struggle.” explains Association Chair Eric Stackhouse. “For their own reasons 

the federal government is retreating from ensuring all Canadians are connected to the technology they need in 

their day to day lives. However, our Association and its partners will find ways to see access continues, it is just 

too important to lose.” 

 

Industry Canada eliminated the $650,000 grant this year that helped ensure technology was up to date in over 

209 sites across Nova Scotia. This funding ensured all Canadians regardless of means or skills could access the 

Internet, learn how to use technology, and access government services online. However, the Nova Scotia 

Government has committed to continue its portion of the grant of just over $348,000. “Fortunately we were in 

the process of “retooling” the Program when the funding was cut.” says Stackhouse. “We in are in discussions 

with various partners to better assist with some of their initiatives. It is something we have always done in CAP. 

This in turns helps us provide public access to technology and the Internet for our communities. The 

infrastructure is in place across Nova Scotia to do this and we appreciate the Province’s support while we 

develop a way forward.” 

 

The Association has continued meeting with the Province and so far there are further positive signs. This 

summer CAP will employ over 200 youth to work in CAP sites. They will provide help with technology, offer 

training sessions, but will also focus on provincial government priority areas such as introducing small business 

people to the latest technology and applications. People should drop by their nearest CAP site, just look for the 

familiar blue sign. 

 

For the future, Stackhouse is optimistic. “The Federal Government never looked at what this small program had 

become. While access was the core piece of business, CAP carried out amazing initiatives and projects and 

helped connect Canadians to each other, their government, and the wider world. CAP is all about caring and our 

local communities will not let this fade away.” 
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