
 

C@P cuts travel and meeting costs for community groups 

Victoria County is virtually 99% connected with high-speed, making us the most connected rural 

county in Canada. The Victoria County CAP Sites Association (VCCAPS) is taking advantage of 

this connectivity by introducing its newest project, Online Meetings.  Since our blue flyer, Using 

the Internet to Communicate was mailed out to residents in November, the project has generated 

lots of interest from community groups across the County.  

 

VCCAPS, with project funding support from our partners, the Nova Scotia Economic and Rural 

Development, and the Victoria County Recreation & Tourism Department, is offering free 

training in the use of our online meeting software to enthusiastic community group members in 

Victoria County. VCCAPS Board member, Pauline Fournier states that, “This project arose from 

a need identified during a ‘Planning for High Speed Future Workshop’ for Victoria County held 

in May, 2009, as part of the Broadband for Rural Nova Scotia Initiative.  It’s proving to be an 

excellent tool for connecting communities.” 

 

Veronika Brzeski, Project Manager for the Lobster Fishery Advisory Board (LFA 27) in Victoria 

County, is using the software and tells us, “This programme is very user friendly. The advantage 

of WEBex is that you can start with simple meetings with presentations and discussions and, as 

you learn more, can progress to a more refined use of the technology. In fact, it was very well 

received by a group of computer-shy users.” 

 

Online conferencing involving up to 25 people connects rural communities to each other. 

Another use is Webinars, which are online seminars delivered to many more participants, and 

helps overcome the rural urban divide.  

 

Using online meeting software is a cost-effective, efficient and productive way to keep members 

of community groups connected to each other, especially with the challenges Mother Nature 

presents us with over the winter months.  Immediate benefits to using this software are increased 

meeting attendance, decreased travel costs and more effective use of time. It is easy sharing 

documents, Power Point presentations, pictures and video files.  

 

To participate in an online meeting you need a computer, high-speed Internet connection, 

speakers and microphone or a set of earphones with microphone attached. The project offers free 

training and user support to help your community group get set up to use the online meeting 

software until February 25, 2011, which marks the end of funding for this project.  Free use of 

the software itself continues for a full year from now, until December 2011. 

 

To help groups get started right away, VCCAPS is offering free headsets with microphones for 

those who need them so groups can take advantage of an online meeting experience quickly. Our 

deadline for setting up new users - February 25
th
, 2011 - is fast approaching, so take this 



opportunity, now, to join in an online meeting. As an added feature your name will be entered in 

a draw for a High Definition Web Camera.  

 

Please contact us to get your community group involved with online meetings by                 

Phone: 902-295-1347 (messages will be returned each day) or Email: office@vccaps.com. For 

more information on the project visit our blog, http://vccaps123.wordpress.com or website, 

www.vccaps.com  

 

VCCAPS is a member of the Nova Scotia C@P Program and helps manage projects and support 

funds available to the C@P Sites through an Industry Canada Initiative. C@P Sites throughout 

the County assist communities and visitors with Internet access, as well as access to information 

and IT training needs. 
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