
Greetings from Broadband for Rural Nova Scotia (BRNS) 

 

As 2010 comes to an end, we thought we’d send a closing note from the 

Broadband for Rural Nova Scotia (BRNS) team.  This doesn’t mean that 

BRNS is closed for business.  What it does mean is that BRNS, like the 

New Year ahead, will take on a fresh new look and approach.  Before we 

move on, let’s take a quick look at a few of the BRNS highlights. 

 

Broadband access for all 

Over the past year the Broadband for Rural Nova Scotia network build 

was successfully completed.  It is hard to believe that just a short 

time ago approximately 93,500 (or 200,000 people) scattered across Nova 

Scotia were totally unserved or underserved by broadband.  Yes, a few 

very challenging civics are still left to be addressed. Overall, Nova 

Scotia can be proud of the fact that it is one of the most connected 

jurisdictions in North America. 

 

If you live in rural Nova Scotia, want high speed but don’t have 

access yet, make sure you contact your BRNS service provider: 

Northeastern Nova Scotia and Cape Breton: Seaside High-Speed: 

1-888-965-5511 

for connection or service issues, contact Parker Donham at 

1-902-565-5555 parker@donham.ca 

 

Southwestern Nova Scotia: EastLink - ask for Rural Broadband Service: 



1-888-345-1111 

for connection or service issues, contact Jill Laing at 488-5283 

Jill.laing@corp.eastlink.ca 

 

Rural HRM: OmniGlobe Networks - 1-888-365-6664 

for connection or service issues, contact Adriana Watt 1-519-272-1222 

Ext. 200 awatt@omniglobe.com 

 

Broadband benefits 

Rural businesses, residents, students, educators and health 

professionals in more than a thousand communities around Nova Scotia are 

experiencing the benefits of broadband access as a result of BRNS. We 

are excited to share the news of some of the amazing stories of how 

broadband positively influences the lives of so many. The dynamic 

community of Washabuck is a perfect example of how broadband can take 

something small and make it not only fun and memorable, but profitable. 

 

 

Nestled on the shores of Cape Breton's Bras d'Or Lake, Washabuck relies 

on the community centre to bring its 20 families together year round. 

An annual summer festival brings hundreds of relatives and visitors to 

events for young and old to enjoy. Like many rural communities, revenues 

from events like this sustain community centres for the coming year. 

With their new access to fixed-wireless Internet and social networking, 

hundreds of folks are keeping in touch with the antics of the festival's 



mascot, Brown's Bear. Thanks to the website, Twitter and facebook for 

both the "Along the Shores of Washabuck" festival and Brown's Bear, this 

year's festival revenues increased by well over half. This is great news 

for the community centre and a terrific snapshot of how the Internet 

keeps communities connected and draws in visitors. Have a look at how 

Washabuck and the Internet work together with social media to promote 

this community event. 

www.gov.ns.ca/econ/broadband/connect/success/video_Washabuck.asp 

 

To view other short videos of vibrant businesses and communities in 

Nova Scotia now using high-speed Internet access to its full benefit, 

visit our video series at www.gov.ns.ca/econ/broadband Success Stories 

or search Broadband NS on YouTube. 

 

Planning for our high-speed future 

While the network was under construction, BRNS offered province wide 

Planning for a High Speed Future workshops to community members. They 

took the opportunity to define where broadband applications can help 

rural communities meet their economic and social development goals. 

Participation in the workshops led to a competition resulting in six 

high-speed community projects being funded. Trainers are ready in all 

areas to assist any community that wants to take advantage of their 

assets to build their future using high speed. 

 

Building a high-speed future 



Online Meetings is a project that grew out of the above workshops.  The 

Victoria County CAP Sites Association now offers free training in the 

use online meeting software. It starts with using simple online 

conferencing with presentations and discussions and progresses to 

Webinars. It’s is a cost-effective, energy efficient productive way to 

keep members of community groups connected, especially during winter 

months. Those using it find meeting attendance has increased and travel 

costs have decreased.  Sharing documents, Power Point presentations, 

pictures and video files is easy, even for new users.  Several community 

groups are already using it. Visit VCCAPS http://vccaps123.wordpress.com 

, website www.vccaps.com or call 902-295-1347 for more information about 

how groups in Victoria County can be involved. While program funding 

ends February 25th, free use of the software lasts until the end of 

2011. 

 

e-Marketing 

Internet Marketing workshops led by veterans of the industry with 

extensive experience with the online and marketing challenges of small 

and mid-sized businesses were held during 2009/10. 

Business owners will find the slides, video lessons and links for 

information from the workshops useful. They are online at 

www.gov.ns.ca/econ/broadband/connect/workshop/. 

 

Sharing 

If you know of a person, business or community that is doing great 



things via the Internet and want to share it with others, please send us 

a note at broadband@gov.ns.ca. Include contact information and we’ll 

take care of the rest. 

 

Looking forward to 2011 

As we step into the future in the New Year, we wish you happiness and 

prosperity.  From time-to-time you will continue to receive updates as 

exciting new Internet news evolves for Nova Scotia.  Have a safe holiday 

season. 

 

The team at Broadband for Rural Nova Scotia 


